The response of broilers' adiposity to testosterone after embryonic exposure to androgen and tamoxifen.
1. The effects of early exposure of heavy breed (HB) chicks to an anti-oestrogen (tamoxifen--TAM) and to an androgen which cannot be aromatised (5 alpha-dihydrotestosterone--DHT) on subsequent adiposity and its response to testosterone were studied. 2. Embryonic TAM administration reduced adiposity in females but not in males at 8 weeks of age. Embryonic DHT produced similar responses but to a lesser extent. 3. Testosterone propionate (TP) administration during growth had no effect on adiposity in any of the treated groups but TP reduced adiposity in males which had been exposed to DHT at the embryonic stage.